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5 - DAMASCENE JEAN, De haeresibus liber, in, MPG, Vol. 94, col. 677-780, Paragraphe 101: col. 764-
774. | DAMASCENE JEAN, Dialexis Sarrakénou kai Christianou, in MPG, Vol. 94, col. 1585~
1598; Vol. 96, col. 1335-1348.
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7 - SEGESVARY VICTOR, (1978, I'[slam et Ia R eforme, études sur les attitudes des réformateurs
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«... vadens in desertum Cades [...] pervenit Elusam, eo forte die quo anniversaria solemnitas omnem
oppidi populum in templum Veneris congregaverat. Colunt autem illam ob Luciferum, cuius
cultui Saracenorum natio dedita est...» cf. EUSEBIUS HIERONYMUS, in MPL, Vol. 23, col. 41; /
BEDE LE VENERABLE, (1939), Expositio Actuum Apostolorum et retractatio, ed. M. L. W.
Laistner, Cambridge, Mass., p34. (Segesvary, p72, note 6)

9 - ABEL ARMAND, «La polémique Damascénienne, et son influence sur les origines de la théologie
musulmaney, in L ‘éaboration de Iislam, pp 61-85, p 64.

10 - Cf.: GRAF GEORG, (1964-1966), Geschichte der christlichen arabischen Literatur, Vol., I-V Citta
del Vaticano. /GRAF, GEORG, (1910y, Die arabischen Schriften des Theodors Abu Quura,
Forschungen zur christlichen Literatur und Dogmengeschichte, Paderborn./ FRITSCH
ERDMANN, (1930, Islam und Christentum in Mittelalter, Beitrige zum Geschichte
mushmischen Polemik gegen das Christentum in arabischer Sprache, Breslau./ ABEL
ARMAND, «La polémique Damascenienne... op. Cit. /| ABEL ARMAND, (1935, « L'apocalypse
de Babhira et la notion islamique de Mahdi» in Annuaire de 'Institut de philosophie et de
d’histoire orientales, T. III, pp 1-12./ABEL ARMAND, (1945), «lLa lettre polémique d’Arétas a
I'émir de Damasy, in Byzantinoslavica, T. 24, Prague, pp 343-370./ ALVERNY D’ MARIE
THERESE, (1994, «La connaissance de I'Islam en Occident du IXéme au milieu du XIleme
siecley, in La connaissance de I'lslam dans I'Occident Médiéval, éd. Charles Burnett,
VARIORUM, Hampshire (1994, pp 577-602. /ALVERNY D’ MARIE THERESE, «Deux
traductions latines du Coran au Moyen Age », in La connaissance, op. cit. pp 69-131. /
ALVERNY D’ MARIE THERESE, VAJDA GEORGES, « Marc de Toléde traducteur d’Ibn
Tumart », in La connaissance, op cit. pp 99-148. /DANIEL NORMAN, (1960-1962-1966), Is/am
and the West, the making of an image, Edinburgh University Press, Edinburgh, pp 3-4, 183,
360...
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11- NICETAS BYZANTINIUM, Para tou Arabos Moamet plastogratnoeisés biblou, alias Confutatio
Mohamedis, et Ekthesis Kataskeuastike alias Expositio demonstrativa..., in MPG, Vol. 105, col.
669-842.
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BAYNES N. H., (1960), Byzantine Studies and other Essays, London. / DIEHL CH., (1919), Byzance,
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21- ABEL ARMAND, (1954, «La lettre polémique d’Arétas..., op cit., pp 343-370. /| ABEL
ARMAND, (1935, «L'apocalypse de Bahira et la notion islamique de Mahdiy in Annuaire de
I'Institut de philosophie et de d’histoire orientales, T. III, pp 1-12. /ABEL ARMAND, «La
polémique Damascénienne...op cit, pp 61-85.
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KHOURY, «Bibliographie du dialogue Islamo-chrétieny, in Islamochristiana, 1975, Roma, pp
125 - 176. | KAUFMANN LEONHARD, «Islam und westlichey, Graz - Vienne- Cologne -
Editions Styria, 1976-1982, in Islamochristiana, N° 11 1985 pp 281~ 282, | KHALIL SAMIR,
«Bibliographie de dialogues Islamo-chrétieny, in Islamochristiana, N° 13, 1987, pp 173-180.
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Muslims’ Reactions towards Orientalism

: For or Against?

Professeur SENOUCI née MEBERBECHE Faiza
Faculté des Lettres et des Langues

Université Abou-Bakr BELKAID Tlemcen

Abstract:

Orientalism emerged out of the Europeans’ curiosity to the fascinating
civilizations of what they considered as being « the other ». Indeed, orientalism
exerted a considerable influence in post colonial studies and generated rich
debate among Western and eastern scholars and writers.

On the eastern part, controversial views and opinions arose among
scholars with regard to the study of orientalism. There were those who rejected
completely orientalism being a concept that originated from Western values and
beliefs. On the other hand, another group of Muslim scholars consider
orientalism from a more objective way. In this light, the present intervention is
concerned with Muslims’ reactions towards orientalism and states whether they
are for or against the concept.
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Muslims’ Reactions towards Orientalism: For or Against?

Broadly speaking, orientalism refers to scholarly knowledge of Asian
cultures, languages, peoples, and civilizations including those of Turkey, Syria,
Iraq, Iran, the Arabian Peninsula, Jordan, and Lebanon. Nevertheless, African
countries like Egypt, Libya, Morocco, Tunisia, Algeria, and the Sudan also
constitute the field of orientalism.

In its narrower sense, orientalism may be considered from different
angles. Academically, orientalism refers to any trait, quality, mannerisms, or
characteristics related to certain people usually the people of the east (i.e., the
Orient). According to Edward Said', an orientalist may be «anyone who
teaches, writes about, or searches the Orient and this applies whether the person
is an anthropologist, sociologist, historian, or philologist-either in its specific or
general aspects, is an orientalist and what he or she does is orientalim »

In its intellectual nature, orientalism stresses the strict differentiation
between the so called « West » and the so called « Orient » in this respect,
Edward Said argues that orientalism is a style of thought based upon an
ontological and epistemological distinction made between « the orient » and
(most of the time) « the Occident ».

It was this distinction between the West and the oriental world which
stimulated the Europeans’ high interest in oriental research. Hence, writers,
poets, novelists, philosophers, political theorists, economists, photographers,
scenarists ... and painters have all been engaged in the study of orientalism.

The historical meaning of orientalism is closely related to conquest and
colonization. European colonization of the East required knowledge about the
conquered people. Orientalism is, thus, laced with the notion of power and
superiority initiated primarily for the purpose of facilitating European
colonization and settlement. Therefore, in its historical nature, orientalism is
described as a « Western style of dominating, restructuring, and having authority
over the Orient by the West ».

From a cultural point of view, orientalism describes the images of the life,
topography ... of the Orient people. In his book Orientalism, published in 1978,
Edward Said claimed that « the Orient is not only adjacent to Europe ; it is also
the place of Europe’s greatest and oldest colonies, the source of its civilizations
and languages, its cultural contestant, and one of its deepest and most recurring

—————————————
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images of the other ». He further asserted that the orient has helped to define
Europe (or the West) as its contrasting image, idea, personality, experience. Yet,
none of this Orient is merely imaginative »."

As a concept, Orientalism emerged out of the Europeans’ curiosity to the
fascinating civilizations of what they considered as being « the other ». Indeed,
Orientalism exerted a considerable influence in post colonial studies and
generated much debate among Western and Eastern scholars and writers.

On the Eastern part, controversial views and opinions arose among scholars
with regard to the study of Orientalism. There were those who rejected
completely Orientalism being a concept that originated from Western values and
beliefs. An Orientalist, according to them, is anyone whose views are against
Islam and Islamic values. They further claim that the Orientalists, through their
study of Orientalism, have given a wrong image about Islam and the Muslims.
This assumption may either be derived from their lack of methodology with
regard to the study of Islam and their desire to deal with Islam according to their
own understanding, or simply because of the negative ideas about Islam. On the
other hand, another group of Muslim scholars consider Orientalism from a more
objective way. They distinguish between those orientalists who studied
orientalism just for the sake of facilitating Western colonization and expansion
over the Orient and the Islamic world as a whole, and the orientalists who
undertook oriental studies because of sincere admiration and fascination to the
neighboring civilizations. Yet, another group of Muslim scholars were in favor
of oriental studies. These scholars claimed that orientalism may be enormous
importance to the development of the Muslims’ own approaches and styles.
They suggested that the orientalists have done a good work in the field of
translation. They translated numerous Arabic publications. They also collected
Arabic manuscripts, indexed them, and took what they believed was necessary
for study and research. They further published and painted huge volumes of
Arabic books and encyclopedias in various domains including history,
philosophy, and art.

In this way, they could make the Orient known to the outside world.
Furthermore, they also taught great number of Arabic and Muslim scholars who
could enrich their knowledge about their own cultures and civilizations. More
important, the orientalists published and diffused a great variety of books,
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articles, and research papers about the Arab-Muslim world that many scholars
still rely on for their researches.

By and large, it was the Muslim scholars and preachers as well as other
outstanding figures from the background of Islamic studies that rejected
orientalism on the assumption that the orientalists were against Islamic values,
giving hence, a wrong image about Islam and the Muslims as a whole from their
study. Prominent scholars of Al Azhar University in Cairo were among those
Muslim scholars who were against the tradition of orientalism; these include
Mohamed El Ghazzali, Mahmud Zaqzuq, Anwar Al Djundi, Mohamad Diya’an-
Rayyis, Mohammad Al-Bahiyy, Mohammad Ahmed Diyab, and Al Jabri.

According to As’ad Abu Khalil, “the position of Al Azhar toward
orientalism is quite simple to characterize: it calls for making the study of Islam

an exclusive domain for Muslims”.’

The Azharite scholars’ rejection of orientalism was also founded on three
basic arguments. First, they “treat the production of orientalism as a solid
monolithic inspired by deep-seated religious hatred of Islam™. Also, the
Azharite scholars associate orientalism with “Westernization” and “Christian
proselytization”. They further trace the origins of orientalism back to the
crusades whose accounts were “confused, mixing Zionism, Communism and
Christian proselytization”’. Above all, the Azharites’ negative attitudes towards
orientalism are related to the fact that the field was and is being dominated and
examined by non-Muslims or rather “Western” as opposed to “Muslim”. Hence,
orientalist literatures can only be regarded as “part of an alien Western
conspiracy of “Westernization” which aims at the destruction of the Islamic
Ummah®, the imposition of usury in the economy, the erosion of the family unit,
sedition in the nation, the introduction of atheism, the elimination of Arabic as a
language and the disregard of Arab/Islamic contribution to world civilizations™.
In the same way, other Muslim writers claim that orientalism is a strategy to
facilitate Jewish plans to control world affairs. They, in fact, believe that
orientalism is a new form of crusaders’ wars against Islam.

Maryiam Jamilah was also among those Muslim scholars who were against
the tradition of orientalism being a vehicle for European imperialism and
Muslims’ social and intellectual decline. Her reactions were clearly reflected
throughout her writings, the most important of which were Islam and
Orientalism and Islam Vs the West.

—————————————
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Maryiam Jamilah (of her real name Margaret Marcus) was born in New
York in 1934. She was the daughter of Jewish parents, although she always
insisted that her “Jewishness” was purely nominal. After a long research about
the relationship between the Jewish and the Arabs, Maryiam Jamilah converted
into Islam in Brooklyn, New York in the hands of Sheikh Daoud Ahmed Faycal,
and then went to Pakistan where she married Mohamed Youcef Khan, one of the
outstanding jamaat Islamic figures. Maryiam Jamilah corresponded with many
Muslims round the world and published various works about Islam. In her book
Islam and Orientalism (1980), M.J explained her views about orientalism. She
stated that although she was against orientalism, she couldn’t deny some
positive contributions produced by some orientalists whose interests were far
from the colonization and imperialist interests. In her own words:

Is orientalism then totally evil? The answer is a qualified no. A few
outstanding Western scholars have devoted their lives to Islamic studies
because of sincere interests in them. Were it not for their industry,
much valuable knowledge found in ancient Islamic manuscripts would
have been lost or lying forgotten in obscurity. English orientalists like
the late Reynold Nicholson and the late Arthur Arberry accomplished a
notable work in the field of translating classics of Islamic literature and
making them available to the general reader for the first time in a
European language. '

Maryiam Jamilah, hence, acknowledges the works performed by
Western orientalists in terms of translation, but she claims that orientalism has
more negative impacts on Islam and the Muslims then positive ones. According
to her, orientalism has undermined Islamic values. For this reason, the Muslims
should claim their independence and self-sufficiency from the Western
influence. She further urged the Muslims to organize themselves in an
intellectual way by organizing a movement that would encounter the idea of
orientalism. If orientalism is an imperialistic and European way of presenting
Islam according to Western beliefs, she stated, the Muslims should, hence,
develop a kind of discipline that would deal with “Occidentalism” from Eastern
perspectives and why not Islamic perspectives.

Orientalism, as a concept, has been a major source of cross-disciplinary
controversy which has generated much debate among scholars from various
backgrounds. For the Muslims, orientalism has led to conflicting scholarly
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interpretations. There were on the one hand, those who believe in the artistic
construction of the East by the West invariably achieved through a great spirit of
respect and in search of a truly stimulating culture. This view point was for the
most part popularized by Muslim scholars and other influential figures from the
background of human sciences and other disciplines outside the field of Islamic
studies.On the other hand, more religious intellectuals still believe that
orientalism is nothing more than a Western oriented concept which is against
Islamic beliefs and values, and that we cannot disassociate orientalism from
Western domination and imperialism. Still, orientalism remains a concept which
requires a careful examination on the part of the Muslim intellectuals as a whole
in order to understand the source of its influence and significance to world
affairs.

Footnotes:

1 Edward said was a Palestinian American literary theorist who was born in
1935. He was a strong advocate of Palestinian rights. He died in 2003.
www.wekipedia.org

2 Cited by Dr. Sayyed Rahim Moosavinia, Edward Said Debunks Orientalism,
mehrnews.com

3 ibid.,
4 Edward Said, Orientalism, Vintage books: New York 1978, p.1.

5 in Abdulkhalil, Orientalism in the Arab Context, in Naseer Aruri and
Muhammad A. Shurraydi (eds.), Revising Culture, Reinventing Peace: The
Influence of Edward W Said, New York, Olive Branch Press, 2001, p.112.

6 in Mohamed Imran Mohamed Taib, On Orientalism and Orientalism-in
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